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Loggerhead Shrike hidden in a thicket

Chasing a blackbird

All photos by Chris Rees
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Shrikes in the Edmonton Region

On the morning of May 31, 2025, a Loggerhead Shrike was reported into eBird at the corner of Range Road 230 and
Highway 616. Many Edmonton birders travelled to the spot in hope of seeing a lifer species for the Edmonton area. My
own sightings of Loggerhead Shrike in the Edmonton region go back to1959, the year our family moved into the north-
end Wellington neighbourhood. In the spring, a Loggerhead Shrike nested in a willow at the corner of 137 Avenue and
142 Street. Later, in the mid-1960s, another birder showed me a nest in the northeast area of Edmonton.

Satus of the Loggerhead Shrike in Alberta (1999) notes:

The distribution of the Loggerhead Shrike has changed markedly since the beginning of European settlement in North
America. In the mid-1880s, when land was extensively cleared for agriculture, the species expanded northward from the
United Sates into eastern Canada. More limited northward expansion also occured on the Canadian prairies around
the turn of the century. The species reached its maximum range extension in the mid-1990s, and has since contracted to
the point that it is now extir pated from most of eastern Canada and the northeastern United States. The range has also
contracted in the prairie provinces, and the species has not recently been recorded in the Peace Parkland of Alberta
where it occured during the 1950s. Population size has paralleled reductions in the breeding range, with Breeding Bird
Surveys showing a 3.1% annual declinein continental populations over the past 30 years, and a more rapid 10.1% an-
nual decline in Canadian populations. There is some evidence that these declines have stabilized in the past decade, and
populations may now be increasing in some areas, including Alberta.

Figure 2 from the report summarizes this information into four maps.

C D

Figure 2. Distribution of the Loggerhead Shrike in North America. A: historical breeding range (prior to European set-
tlement); B: maximum breeding range extension (mid-20th century); C: current breeding range; D: current winter range
(after Sauer et al. 1996, Cade and Woods 1997).

On the Cover
Adult and juvenile Loggerhead Shrikes, Hanna area, July 2023. Photo by Chris Rees
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The raw data in eBird shows a disconnect with map C. It shows that the shrikes are still present (frequency 0-2% of re-
ports, i.e., rare) in the northeastern US and southeastern Canada. Further parsing the data into 2015-2025 and 2000-2015
segments still shows shrikes present in these areas. However, the eBird Status and Trends report does not show the
shrikes in the northeastern US or southeastern Canada other than in southern Ontario on the plains of Carden and
Napanee. A conservation group in Ontario is focused on the recovery of the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike.

Gt L i

Northern Shrike populations, year-round, all-

years, extracted from eBird June 20, 2025 Source: Loggerhead Shrike, Downloads, eBird Status

and Trends.

The sighting at Rural Road 230 and Highway 616 was the third sighting reported in eBird for the Edmonton region for
the spring of 2025, essentially equalling the historical number (4) of reports in eBird. Even better, the bird stayed around
and a second bird was reported. It became apparent the shrikes were on a nesting territory.

My first visit to the site was on June 2, 2025. The bird was quite secretive that day, mostly remaining inside the willow
tangle and only darting out twice to chase a Red-winged Blackbird and later a Robin. On my second visit, on June 18,
the bird appeared to be actively hunting the open field north of the woodlot. It would perch on the overhead power lines,
fly out over the field, hover, drop down, and return to a fencepost or to the power line. I could not confirm that it cap-
tured any prey. After about 45 minutes it flew out into the field, landed, and did not reappear after 10 minutes. I did not
see the shrike during my next two visits. The last eBird report was of a shrike further north up RR230. Unfortunately, I
believe the nesting attempt failed.

Hunting from a power line
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Range Rd 210

Range R4 230

= Hinge Rd 130

Shrike habitat in the Edmonton . . .
region, from Google Maps Typical Loggerhead Shrike habitat

The Loggerhead Shrike is the summer shrike in the Alberta area, while the Northern Shrike is the winter species. Differ-
entiating the two can be a challenge in the spring and fall when both species may be present.
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Source: Loggerhead Shrike, Audubon Field Guide Source: Northern Shrike, Audubon Field Guide

Note: maps are in colour on the ENC website.
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The Ontario Field Ornithologists published an excellent shrike ID pamphlet (see References). Keys to identification
include time of year, underpart barring, mask thickness and extension above the bill, bill colour, bill size and hook
length, and rump colour. The two shrikes also tend to exhibit differences in behaviour. Northerns tend to perch near the
tops of taller trees and fly higher, maintaining a level or slightly undulating flight between perches. Northerns often flick
their tails on landing on perches. Loggerheads tend to perch in lower trees and shrubs. When taking flight, Loggerheads
tend to fly low, close to the ground, and swoop up to their next perch.

Chris Rees

Adult Northern Shrike, April 2024 Juvenile Northern Shrike, November 2022

Top Heads: Loggerhead Shrike (left) and North-
ern Shrike (right)

Middle Three Large Birds: adult Loggerhead
(middle left), fresh fall adult Northern (top right)
and worn spring adult Northern (middle right)

Bottom Two Perched Birds: adult Loggerhead
(left) and juvenile Loggerhead (right)

Two Flying Birds: Northern (upper) and Logger-
head (lower)

Drawing by Michael King

Ontario Field Ornithologists. Loggerhead and
Northern Shrike ID.
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Celebrating Our Volunteers

Sean Evans Receives the
Robert Turner Appreciation Award

Sean Evans has made significant contributions to the
club in multiple ways, providing his expertise and guid-
ance by creating, organizing, and leading for many
years.

Since becoming a club member in 2015, Sean has
shared his unique sense of humour and birding passion
with club members. He has supported and led many
road trips as well as participated in events and activities
such as the Christmas Bird Count while always encour-
aging others. He and his partner, Marnie, even invited
folks to their deck to view a cool hummingbird!

In 2016 Sean stepped into the role of Field Trip Coordi-
nator, scheduling lots of great opportunities for our
members. He then extended his volunteer efforts by
taking a chair as an Executive Director to support the
work of all our volunteers and to assist with decisions
on behalf of the membership. In 2020 Sean moved to
the Treasurer position, an area of personal expertise,
where he continues to oversee and guide the club in
financial matters.

Sean is very deserving of this recognition and we ap-
preciate his generous assistance to keep our club
thriving.

Sean Evans holding his RTA Award
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President’s Message, Spring—Summer 2025

Ann Carter, President American Mountain Ash, Photo by Ann Carter

Over the past many years (since 2010) it has been my pleasure to engage with a plethora of talented club members.
With my (second) time as president ending, I’d like to say a special thank-you to ENC’s elected officials, some of
whom are long-term volunteers! These kind folks work quietly to ensure the club is thriving and providing opportuni-
ties for members with the resources (volunteers, time, and money) we have. Executive Directors: Gerald Romanchuk
pre-2000, Hendrik Kruger 2012, Jan Wijmenga 2024, and Vivek Dabral 2025; Recording Secretary Delores Steinlicht
2022; Membership Secretary John Jaworski 2014; and Treasurer Sean Evans 2016. Congratulations to Sean, who was
recently recognized with our Robert Turner volunteer award. Details are on page 7.

Please take a moment to view the list of all board members on page 9 and know that there are additional volunteers who
generously share their time and knowledge. The club is in good hands and I trust it will continue to evolve and maintain
its vibrancy for many years to come. My involvement for the upcoming year will be in a supporting role, managing
some electronic services.

Your club is in the enviable position of being financially sound and seeing an increase in membership. It would be great
to have a few more volunteers available to lead a birding or plant or butterfly walk, write for The Parkland Naturalist
magazine, set up and host a couple of hybrid in-person/virtual meetings, or provide a presentation. The enthusiasm of
members is vital to creating a lively environment of learning and appreciation. Contact the executive at
enc.inquiries@gmail.com.

Coming Attraction

Mark your calendars: the annual Edmonton Christmas Bird Count (ECBC) is scheduled for December 14, 2025. De-
tailed information is available at edmontonchristmasbirdcount.ca.

Ann Carter, President

The views, comments and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the respective contributors concerned only. They do not necessarily
reflect the views or positions of the editor, the Edmonton Nature Club (ENC), its executive or any other representatives or agents.

The ENC is not responsible for, and disclaims any liability for, the content expressed in The Parkland Naturalist by contributors. The information
set forth in this publication has been obtained or derived from sources believed by the ENC to be reliable. However, the ENC does not make any
representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information.
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Executive Appointed
Elected Officers Board Members
Interim President — Ann Carter Program

Recording Secretary — Delores Steinlicht indoor Pragiam DIEESIOT sy can

Membership Secretary — John Jaworski Outdoor Program Director — Kimberly Fulton

Bird Studies — Karen Lindsay
Treasurer — Sean Evans

Bug and Spider Studies — vacant
Executive Director — Gerald Romanchuk : s

: f £ Plant Studies — Patsy Cotterill
Executive Director — Jan Wijmenga and Hubert Ta){Jbe

Executive Director — Hendrik Kruger

Annual Events

Banquet/Picnic — Toby-Anne Reimer

P

Edmonton Christmas Bird Count — Ann Carter

Nature Appreciation Weekend — Gerald Romanchuk

- and Toby-Anne Reimer

.

Membership

Communications

~Download applications from the™

ENC-website or contact us-at aur ~|
~® mailing address.” :
- - > - M-‘_.

-

‘pommunications Director — Ann Carter
- L

Parkland Naturalist — Dawne Colwell

~Membership Rates fer 2024/2025

“ "Household:  $40.00/year
Students: $20.00/year

Group Representatives

Conservation = Hubert Taube =

—= Edmonton and Area Land Trust — Hendrik Kruger

Our volunteers may be reached through the email enc.inquiries@gmail.com marked to their attention.
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Armchair Naturalist

This is place where club members review books about natural history they found particularly rewarding. Some of the
recommended books may be borrowed from the Edmonton Public Library (EPL). To check on the availability of books
at EPL in printed and electronic formats, go to epl.ca and click on “Search.” Curl up with one of the recommended
books and escape into the wonderful world of nature!

A Playground for Birds: How to turn your yard into an avian oasis
By Melissa Penney, self-published, 2025

This book is about creating an oasis for birds — not in a formal sanctuary or park, or an acreage out in the country, but in
a backyard smack in the middle of an Edmonton residential neighbourhood. And to do that, consideration must be given
to everything birds need. This includes attracting insects using native plants, creating spots where the birds feel protected
and safe, and providing water where they can drink and bathe.

Melissa Penney’s yard is a labour of love — a biodiverse avian habitat that has so far attracted more than 100 species.
Melissa led some ENC tours at this amazing garden, with its beds of native plants, bird baths, perches, snags, range of
feeders, and much more.

Melissa recounts how she brought the idea to fruition over several years, learning as she went. She presents a well-
organized review of all the design elements, each illustrated with her photos. Even people who might not aspire to such
heights will discover here a great deal of practical and useful information.

The tone is relaxed and informative, but also candid (e.g., “Failed Experiments”) and humorous (“Stubbornness Pays
Off”). Many related topics are familiar to every birder (e.g., “Deterring House Sparrows” and “Window Safety”’). Most
of all, the book comes from a deep love of birds.

This is an enjoyable and inspiring read, and a testament to one person’s vision and passion. It is available at Audrey’s
Books or directly from www.melissalovesbirds.ca.

Recommendation by Janice Hurlburt

A Playground for Birds

How to turn your yard intoan a sis

Melissa Penney
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Dirt, the Erosion of Civilizations
By David R. Montgomery, published by University of California Press,
Berkeley, 2007

Dirt (soil) is the foundation of all civilizations. Without soil to grow crops,
civilizations have failed. This book documents how the failure of various
societies to use soil sustainably led to their ultimate collapse. After the soil
of the Roman Empire eroded into the Mediterranean, for example, it had to
seek crops in Africa to compensate.

In the southern United States, early tobacco farmers moved inland as their
fields eroded into the Atlantic. In recent examples, farming with livestock
manure that replenished the soil was replaced with mechanization and indus-
trial fertilizers that mine the soil, leaving it depleted. This book warns us that
we are running out of enough dirt to sustain humans on this planet. We must
treat soil as a living resource to be cared for just as we care for livestock.
The story is not all doom and gloom; the author does describe efforts to
change agricultural practices to sustain our production of food, including no-
till cultivation. However, most agricultural productions occur on large farms
using chemical fertilizers that are not sustainable. Montgomery’s last
sentence is a concise warning that “civilization’s survival depends on treat-
ing soil as an investment, as a valuable inheritance rather than commodity —
as something other than dirt.” Climate change further confounds our use of
soil. This book is a classic that is well worth reading.

Recommendation by Geoff Holroyd

I am looking for more reviews of good nature books to share! To suggest a book review, go to the ENC website, click on
“Member Entrance,” and log in using the password you received with your membership. Use “Contact us!” to provide
your submission, e.g., in the “Comment” section write “Parkland Naturalist book review,” describe the book you’d like
to recommend, click “Submit,” and I will get in touch with you.

Thank you, Karen Lindsay

Editorial Notes

For everything she has done to make the Edmonton Nature Club so successful, we send a big thank you to Ann Carter,
who is stepping down after her second term as its president. Please see Ann’s President’s Report on page 8.
Congratulations also to Sean Evans, who recently received the Robert Turner Appreciation Award (page 7).

Chris Rees continues to send thoroughly researched and well written articles to The Parkland Naturalist. For this issue,
Chris wrote the cover story, “Shrikes in the Edmonton Region,” and an article on Barred Owls (page 28). His photos
illustrate the articles perfectly.

We also appreciate ongoing articles and reports from Patsy Cotterill (“Conservation Corner,” page 25), Karen Lindsay
(“The Armchair Naturalist,” page 10), and Kimberly Fulton (“Outdoor Program,” page 13). Many ENC members send in
photos taken on the field trips. Two of these beautiful pictures are highlighted on our back cover.

We have a new author in this issue, as well. See Anna Mioduchowska’s feature, “‘Hawthorne Lace Bugs on Saskatoons,”
on page 12.

Nature Appreciation Weekend was held at Miquelon Provincial Park, August 8 to 10. Toby-Ann Reimer gives “special
thanks to Ted Hogg and Pat Dunn for facilitating the walks and pond dipping.”

Dawne Colwell

The deadline for submissions to the September—December 2025 issue is November 30, 2025. Please email articles and
photos to Dawne Colwell at colwelld@shaw.ca
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Hawthorne Lace Bugs on Saskatoons

Many odes have been composed to the saskatoon berry (Amelanchier alnifolia), that delicious July treat treasured by the
original inhabitants of much of North America for thousands of years, and prized by the people who followed. Yet few
waste affection on the dainty little insect which has an even longer history with the berry than humans do. The Hawthorn
lace bug (corythucha cydoniae) — order Hemiptera, or half-winged — is a true bug which lives on the underside of
saskatoon leaves and uses sucking and piercing mouthparts to suck plant juices from the leaves and stalks. It also mates
and lays its eggs on the leaves, from which nymphs hatch. The nymphs pass through five instars (stages of
development), moulting each time and growing until they reach adult size, around 3—5 mm. The entire cycle takes
between 30 and 40 days.

You can identify saskatoon bushes that have been infested by lace bugs by the beige or rusty brown splotches on their
leaves. If you turn a leaf over, you’ll see the lace-winged adults, whose artistically carved thorax and abdomen are visi-
ble through their semi-transparent wings. You’ll also see their darker, spiny progeny of various ages, their eggs, and a lot
of frass (insect poop) — each leaf a truly multi-generational dwelling. Picking berries in an affected area results in being
showered with lace bugs knocked off their perches! It’s a small price to pay for the berries, and I always make sure to
shake out my shirt, my pants, and my hat right on the spot in order not to spread the problem elsewhere. However, I’ve
noticed more of my favourite picking spots being colonized by the bugs this summer, so my efforts may be futile. I try
not to take sides, but in this case I can’t help cheering for every parasitic wasp and lacewing and lady beetle that finds
lace bugs as delectable as I find saskatoon berries!

The damage caused by Hawthorn lace bugs is considered “cosmetic” only, but a heavy infestation can affect a plant’s
growth, and according to my private observations, it will produce fewer and smaller berries. Lace bugs love warm
temperatures, so warm summers produce larger populations. It will be interesting to see how this year’s cool weather in
central Alberta will affect their numbers. And speaking of cool weather, it never ceases to amaze me that those fragile-
looking insects overwinter as adults.

Anna Mioduchowska
with editorial input by Elisabeth Beaubien

Top Left: Hawthorn lace bug larvae on Saskatoon leaf,
Right: Saskatoon leaves affected by Hawthorn lace bugs

All photos by Anna Mioduchowska

Photo of adult lace bug taken through the 10x
lens of a microscope
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Outdoor Program, April-July, 2025

City walks enable ENC members to explore local parks and learn about the wildlife that may be present in these urban
habitats. Field trips offer members opportunities to explore areas outside the city. Full reports of the following walks and
field trips are available on the ENC NatureTalk (ENCnaturetalk@groups.io | Home) and can be filtered by a hashtag
(#tripreport).

Birding 101 at Gold Bar Park — Jan Wijmenga

On Saturday, April 26, nine people, including event
leaders Delores Steinicht and Jan Wijmenga, enjoyed
a beautiful sunny morning at Gold Bar Park. As at-
tendees were getting acquainted and signing up for
the Bird Guide Raffle, a pair of Dark-eyed Juncos
was foraging under a nearby spruce tree. After a
“crash course” on recognizing bird species and using
binoculars, participants put their new skills to the test.
Fortunately, some of the birds were very cooperative,
and after seeing an easily-spotted American Robin,
attendees quickly spotted and correctly identified oth-
er nearby species, including a Downy Woodpecker
and a Pileated Woodpecker flying overhead. A male
Song Sparrow was singing its heart out and someone
spotted a couple of Cooper’s Hawks circling with
slow, deep wing beats fairly high above. Both hawks
had flared white undertail coverts, indicative of a ter-
ritorial pair during a courtship flight. A total of 11
birds was recorded.

Group Shot

ENC 360-Degree Nature Walk — Wayne Oakes

While it was a cool +3 C° cloudy start to the morning of Sunday, April 27, it warmed to +8 C° with the sun shining by
the time I finished my morning rounds at noon.

I started my morning off in usual fashion at 7:30 by first walking down to the mouth of Whitemud Creek where it emp-
ties into the North Saskatchewan River, returning back to the parking area by 8:15. By 8:35 no participants had arrived,
but as this was day three of the iNaturalist City Biodiversity Challenge, Wayne headed out for a usual morning of ob-
serving and photographing as much of the 360 Degrees of Nature he could. It was another very productive and enjoya-
ble morning along the maintained trails of Whitemud North.

Mallard, adult male, Anas platyrhynchos

Red Squirrel, adult, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus Photos by Wayne Oakes
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St. Albert Grey Nuns White Spruce Park — Delores Steinicht

Eleven people met on an overcast, windy morning on April 30 to explore the Grey Nuns Spruce Lot birding area. The
wind was cold at the Rotary Park parking area at 9:30. The group was able to watch a Great Blue Heron forage at the
edge of the Sturgeon River along with a few Mallards and Common Goldeneyes. As they crossed the Ray Gibbons
Bridge, another Great Blue Heron flew by. The first heron was still in the water, so it was a treat to see two of them.

As they walked the paved pathway, only a Song Sparrow gave a concert. As they continued around the paved path into
the woods, it was much calmer away from the persistent winds. They heard a Yellow-rumped Warbler a couple of times,
but had no good visuals. A flowering plant that attracted their attention was identified as Arctic Butterbur or Sweet
Coltsfoot. The Latin name is Petasites frigidus. A total of 31 bird species was recorded.

Song Sparrow

Photos by Delores Steinlicht

Arctic Butterbur
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Birding 101 at Lois Hole Centennial Provincial Park— Jan Wijmenga

On May 3, event leaders Zach Greene and Jan Wigmenga led ten people learning about bird watching during a beautiful
and warm morning. Most attendees were relatively new members of the Edmonton Nature Club. As they were waiting to
get started, some of them were lucky to see a Wilson’s Snipe. Then a surprise visit: Dan Stoker, director of the Big Lake
Environment Support Society (BLESS), came by to drop off a couple of Bird Guides to Big Lake and Area, fresh off the
press! They were put to good use straight away.

There was a nice mix of birding experience in the group — from totally new to bird watching, to some more seasoned
folk. Starting with a couple of easy species, they spent some time discussing how to differentiate between the various
thrushes, as a Swainson’s Hawk circled above. The male Red-winged Blackbirds were easy to spot. An Osprey flew
overhead. In small ponds they found several species of ducks, with the males showing off their shiny breeding plumage.
The large pond had a couple of Red-necked Grebes on it, and Tree and Barn Swallows chattered above them. A total of
23 species was recorded.

ENC 360-Degree Nature Walk — Wayne Oakes

On May 9, five participants had a lovely starting temperature of +8 C° with mixed skies. They headed north down the
west side of Whitemud Creek to the North Saskatchewan River and were greeted by Red Squirrels and Yellow-rumped
Warblers. The shrubs along the way were showing their recent explosion of leaves and flower buds. These included Bal-
sam Poplars, Trembling Aspens, Chokecherries, Saskatoons, Western Snowberries, Red Osier Dogwood, and several
varieties of Willows.

As they walked over to Steel Ball Pond, many Franklin’s Gulls flew overhead. At the pond, two female Buffleheads and
a Canada Goose were noted. At Quesnell Bridge they had a good look at the Barn Swallow and Cliff Swallow nests and
an adult Raven flew in and began to feed four young chicks.

Heading back up the creek, the group stopped to see a nice assortment of ground-feeding birds. Further up the trail, a
cluster of three Northern Azure Butterflies was observed. A total of 31 birds was recorded.
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Wakomao and Helliwell Lakes and Carbyn Cross Lake Hike — Steve Knight

On May 11, it was clear to the participants that Spring migration was on in force. Waves of sparrows and the first war-
blers greeted the group at every stop and the tree leaves, having just opened, were green and shiny. It took them an hour
and a half to journey the first 10 kilometres! Fifty late White-fronted Geese flew over, a Greater Scaup was seen, and a
few Bonaparte’s Gulls in both summer and winter plumage were visible.

Jim provided all participants with an absolutely gorgeous “Birds of the Tawatinaw Valley” species diversity illustrated
checklist that he and the Athabasca Watershed Council have developed (https://athabascawatershed.ca/). The centre-
piece includes a map of many natural areas and is an excellent resource on the area from Helliwell north to the town of
Athabasca, well worth getting from Jim.

The final stop was at Lu Carbyn’s wildlife property on Hwy 801 north of Dapp, where Lu and scientist Amy Macleod
led them on a hike. They quickly saw a Broad-winged Hawk (nesting on the property) and had good views of a Sap-
sucker and many other species. A total of 90 birds was recorded.

Birding at Cooking Lake — Nick Carter

On May 17, fourteen Club members met at the Lakeview Fireplace parking lot at 10:00 a.m. and headed out along the
southwest shore of the lake looking for birds. Immediately we saw American Avocets spread out along the water, 3
Baird’s Sandpipers, and 16 Stilt Sandpipers that flew in and briefly touched down before leaving again.

As they continued down the beach they saw Gadwalls, Northern Shovelers, American Widgeons, and small mixed
flocks of Baird's and Least Sandpipers. Along the beach we found some large ungulate bones and tried some tentative
identifications. Also saw and photographed several Twelve-spotted Tiger Beetles.

All in all, it was a highly enjoyable trip with a great group of people!

Stilt Sandpipers
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Twelve-spotted Tiger Beetle

Photos by Nick Carter
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Beaumaris Lake — Delores Steinicht

On May 21, eight of us met at 9:30 at Beaumaris Lake on a cloudy, rainy morning. The intermittent (but mostly present)
light rain lasted for most of the walk. We birded for 122 minutes and walked 3 km around the lake.

Many Red-necked Grebes with nests were at the starting point and a Ruddy Duck couple was close to shore in the reeds.
We were pleased when a couple of Forster's Terns flew by.

Several people spied a different bird standing on a rock at the shore and noticed it “wasn't like the others.” It moved on
before a photo could be taken, but they identified it as a Northern Waterthrush. Another bird caught our eye — a black
bird smaller and more delicate than a Grackle that was behind shrubs. After several looks, we felt comfortable identify-
ing it as a Brewer’s Blackbird. One sharp-eyed participant noticed a Pied-bill Grebe, which was also a great find on the
walk. A total of 26 birds was recorded.

Ruddy Duck preening
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Pied-billed Grebe

Red-necked Grebe

Photos by Delores Steinicht
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ENC 360-Degree Nature Walk — Wayne Oakes

On June 4, five participants met in the Alfred Savage Centre parking area. The group observed various bird species, in-
cluding Mallards, Common Goldeneyes, and numerous Red-winged Blackbirds, as well as a diverse range of plant life
including Willows, Trembling Aspen, and newly fruiting Chokecherries. The walk also highlighted invasive species
such as Blue Buttons, and showcased the abundant flora and continuous bird songs in the woodlands. In total, 39 bird
species were recorded during the walk, which was marked by engaging discussions and shared learning.

Red-winged Blackbird, female, foraging at Whitemud Creek

Western Canada Violet, blossoms, flower buds, and leaves Star-flowered Solomon's-seal, blossoms and leaves

Photos by Wayne Oakes
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Bunchberry Meadows Butterfly Walk — Nick Carter

On June 28, six ENC members took the Aspen Parkland trail through Bunchberry Meadows to survey and identify the
butterflies of the property, as well as any other animal species seen. Identifications to the species level in several instanc-
es took some patience, as many of the butterflies seen were more interested in rapidly flying and chasing each other
around than they were in posing nicely.

In the open grassy areas Common Ringlets were very abundant, while the more densely-wooded areas were dominated
by White Admirals and Northern Pearly-Eyes. Participants were happy to get a decent look at a Macoun’s Arctic. They
also saw several “greater” and “lesser” fritillary species (Great Spangled, Atlantis, Northwestern, Meadow, and Silver-
bordered) as well as a few Milbert’s Tortoiseshells and many Northern Crescents. It was a wonderful trip, and they rec-
orded 10 bird species as well! (See additional photo on the back cover.)

Top: Northern Pearly Eye, bottom: Western White Admiral
Photos by Nick Carter
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ENC 360-Degree Nature Walk — Wayne Oakes

On Sunday, June 29, members of the Edmonton Nature Club met at Whitemud Creek North, enjoying sunny weather
and observing a diverse range of wildlife including American Beavers, various bird species including Spotted Sandpi-
pers, Gray Catbirds, and Yellow Warblers, and blooming plant species. The group also explored Steel Ball Pond, noting
young Red-winged Blackbirds, Mallards, a Lesser Scaup, and a Blue-winged Teal, and encountering a variety of insects
and Plasmodial Slime Mold, with a total of 33 bird species recorded during the rewarding outing.

All photos by Wayne Oakes
(See additional photo back cover.)

Saskatoon berries, nicely ripening
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Perplexing Bumble Bee, adult female, foraging on a Blue Button
(Field Scabious)

Blue winged Teal, adult female and male, foraging in the wetlands at Whitemud Creek
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ENC 360-Degree Nature Walk — Wayne Oakes

On Wednesday, July 9, the Edmonton Nature Club conducted a 360-Degree Nature Walk at Whitemud North, observ-
ing diverse wildlife including Beavers, Common Ravens, Spotted Sandpipers, and various bird species, and identifying
numerous plants such as Balsam Poplar and Fox-tailed Barley. The group also visited Steel Ball Pond, where they saw
American Wigeons and Common Grackles and witnessed the unique behaviour of adult birds managing “fecal sacs,”
which led to a memorable teaching moment. The walk concluded after spotting a family of Blue-winged Teals and en-
joying the plant life and bird songs along Whitemud Creek, with a total of 30 bird species recorded.

Common Raven, juvenile, trying to stick a landing Mallard male in full summer eclipse phase of molt

Muskrat, adult, taking food back to its den for its kits
All photos by Wayne Oakes

Kimberly Fulton, Outdoor Program Director
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Conservation Corner

River Valley Modernization

On August 19 the River Valley Area Redevelopment Modernization Plan and the Ribbon of Green Strategy come up for
discussion at a City Council and Public Hearing. This item was to be shoehorned into a packed agenda meeting on June
8 (and even before that on December 9, 2024) but predictably had to be postponed.

Whether City Administration felt that these two highly important topics governing the future of Edmonton’s river valley
could be rubber-stamped in a matter of minutes, I do not know. Nor, despite repeated attempts to comprehend policy
statements, can [ fathom exactly what this “modernization” consists of. The current North Saskatchewan River Valley
Area Redevelopment Plan bylaw has always had the proviso that any development approved for the river valley must be
deemed “essential,” i.e., by its very nature, it could not logically be located elsewhere. (An example would be a water
treatment plant.) But “essential” has proved to have a very flexible definition in the eyes of Administration and Council.
If a project is socially desirable and there is money for it, especially from federal or provincial sources, then it is easily
justified as essential even if more appropriate locations could be found.

The primary land use governed by the River Valley bylaw is “open space,” but in effect, the bylaw, as its title suggests,
is mainly about regulating changes to that land use by development. Under the new bylaw, development will be stream-
lined and facilitated, reducing Council’s time in considering development proposals, although Council will still weigh in
on big schemes. In requiring a strategic assessment early on in a development proposal the new bylaw retains the
“essential” criterion, before proceeding to an environmental assessment to determine environmental impacts and possi-
ble mitigative measures. | have to wonder, if we are talking open space, why there is any need for development at all,
apart from maybe the odd strategically placed toilet block, bank stabilization project, or possible daylighting of creeks.
As many of us know, environmental assessments are really the means to facilitate development, providing the mitigation
strategies that give authorities the license to vote the way they want. It remains to be seen whether the strategic assess-
ment tool will be any stricter in upholding the “essential” rule than the existing bylaw has been. I doubt it.

Not surprisingly, a significant portion of the bylaw text is devoted to development issues. There is not a word about eco-
logical issues and environmental protection, such as data collection, monitoring, management, or restoration. If that
were the case, I suppose it would have been named the North Saskatchewan River Valley Conservation and Protection
Plan!

I suspect that the new bylaw will result in business more or less as usual, with funding being allocated for new amenities
for recreation without regard to essentiality. I foresee more fights in Council by environmentalists, and more losing bat-
tles.

The Ribbon of Green (RoG) Strategic Plan is the other plan governing the river valley. It is also about land use and
among other things classifies the river valley and ravines into three land categories: Preservation, Conservation, and Ac-
tive/Working Landscapes, with different activities specified for each category. This last class includes all industrial in-
frastructure and parks, and here of course some development may make sense. In particular I take issue with some of the
permitted uses in the Preservation Areas. Biking, including mountain biking, is to be allowed in these, uses that hardly
distinguish these areas from those allowed in Conservation Areas. The City believes that biking, especially mountain
biking, is “low-impact,” ecologically speaking, and members of the Edmonton Mountain Bike Alliance (EMBA) have
done their best to promote this belief. Some of us don’t agree, and also refer to the scientific literature to support our
case. City maps show a generous allocation of riparian land to Preservation Areas, but the problem is, such zones are
confined to paper, they do not exist on the ground, or at least they are not discernible to the public. EMBA members
claim that 90% of their trails fall into these paper Preservation Zones, and they fear they will lose their entrenched side
trails if the RoG is ratified. My argument is that the maps are misleading, and that Preservation Zones can be quite
small, situated at times within a larger area such as a park classed as Active/Working Landscape. They should, however,
be selected according to scientific criteria, with a view to connectivity for wildlife, and some will need to be closed off
entirely to human access. (Conversely, the Ribbon of Green is all about increasing human access to the river, including
by pursuing City acquisition of privately owned land.) To date, efforts by a combination of mountain bikers and conser-
vationists to develop a mutually acceptable trails strategy minimizing environmental harm have come to nought, and the
City appears to have abdicated its responsibility for river valley protection to the public.

Despite the overwhelming importance of the river valley to Edmontonians, public defense of its ecological integrity falls
to a few: the Edmonton River Valley Conservation Coalition (ERVCC), the North Saskatchewan River Valley Conser-
vation Society, and assorted individuals. They are not nearly as well organized and united as EMBA. I assume they
would welcome the support of naturalists who have a vested interest in the river valley remaining natural.
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In a City that consistently gives priority to recreation and tourism over environmental protection, this is an example of
what conservationists are up against. The ERVCC recently protested at a public hearing the establishment of a mountain
bike skills park in Queen Elizabeth Park. Its approval was a foregone conclusion, however, as apparently the site had
been approved since 2013, thanks to strong lobbying and efforts by EMBA and a sympathetic Administration. This is not
atypical. By the time public consultation kicks in, too much time and money have been spent by the various proponents
of a project to abandon it, regardless of public opinion. Exceptions are rare, although recently conservationists had a
small victory. A proposal to divert and re-channelize a portion of Fulton Creek in the southeast to allow convenient in-
dustrial development was stopped. We successfully argued that the City had no record of being able to restore a natural
riparian ecosystem. Council tied on the vote, meaning the motion was lost. Why Fulton Creek was not already protected
by being part of the river valley and ravine system was not made entirely clear.

Densification and Urban Nature

As the city of Edmonton grows by thousands of people each year, one may imagine that nature is not a beneficiary. The
challenges of growth are currently centred on social concerns with zoning, densification, and housing availability. No-
body seems to be asking the question: does densification comply with the City’s Greener As We Grow or Open Space
policies? Simple observation suggests there has been considerable loss of green space, not only because of greenfield
development in the suburbs, but also because most modern houses have smaller gardens. The big apartment blocks being
built appear to lack surrounding park and setback green space. In the City’s natural areas policies of the 1990s and early
2000s, urban natural habitat and canopy were considered to be an important feature of conservation. Envisioned as
“stepping stones” to the river valley and beyond, they provide ecological connectivity, useful at least for birds and in-
sects. The only people who are talking about ecological connectivity these days are the two groups I mentioned. Conser-
vation issues now are largely subsumed under climate concerns, and we hear little enough about those these days. And it
remains utterly taboo to refer to population growth as the elephant in the room!

Patsy Cotterill

A trail in riverine escarpment in Oleskiw/Jan Reimer
Park used exclusively by bikers. The building of the
Fort Edmonton and Terwillegar Park footbridges
and the Wolf Willow footbridge opened up the for-
merly isolated floodplain, once part of a farm, to the
public, and is now a park. | believe the riparian for-
est should be flagged as a Preservation Zone. |
maintain that the bikers’ escarpment trail should be
closed off and allowed to regenerate and the top-of-
bank riverside trail made accessible only to hikers.
Two other trails exist in the park connecting Wolf
Willow to Terwillegar and are well used by cyclists.
In addition, an extensive biking network exists in
Terwillegar Park. Photo taken on October 30, 2017,
by Patsy Cotterill
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The riverine trails at Oleskiw/Jan Reimer Park are habitat for populations of frog orchid
(Coeloglossum viride) and, closer to the meadow, yellow lady’s slipper orchid
(Cypripedium parviflorus). A rare sedge, bristle-leaved sedge (Carex eburnea) only
found close to rivers, also occurs along the trail. In the meadow, a rare introduced

plant resembling caraway, burnet saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga) forms an extensive
ground cover. Photo by Patsy Cotterill, Oleskiw, 2024
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It is Tough to be a Barred Owl — in Edmonton

W A% Seanons - Commen B Wirter - Common
Al Seanom - Uncomenon Winder - Uncommon
Barred Owl in Whitemud North, April 1968 Barred Owl Range, from Audubon Field Guide

The Barred Owl is native to the eastern United States. Some naturalists theorize that tree planting and fire suppression on
the northern plains has allowed the species to expand westward over the past century. In Alberta, the Barred Owl is
much beloved for its liquid brown eyes and dramatic calls. It has been linked to the preservation of old-growth wood-
lands due to its need for natural tree cavities for nesting. Further west, in British Columbia and the western United States
it is seen as an invasive species due to its predation of its close cousin, the Spotted Owl.

In the western US, the Barred Owl is the subject of a formal management plan. The Salish Current, on September 17,
2024, presented the plan as follows: “The plan to kill about 450,000 invasive barred owls in the Pacific Northwest to
protect native spotted owls will start as soon as spring 2025.” According to this plan, professional removal specialists
will cull Barred Owls in the old growth stands to provide territories for the Spotted Owl, which is known to nest only in
the old-growth trees. To ensure healthy populations of both Spotted Owls and Barred Owls, Barred Owls will not be re-

moved from second-growth stands.

S . 7 Male Barred Owl on territory in Whitemud South,
Male Barred Owl calling in Whitemud South, April 2019 March 2020

In Alberta, the first nesting of a Barred Owl was recorded in Edmonton by Edgar T. Jones in 1966. My first encounter
with the Barred Owl was in 1968 in Whitemud North. The owls were nesting but the eggs failed hatch. To try to under-
stand how the owls were doing in more recent years I parsed the data in eBird focusing on the breeding season March
through June. The following table summarizes the data in eBird

Note regarding following table: Whitemud North and Whitemud South are those portions of the Whitemud Ravine north
of the Snow Valley ski hill and south of the ski hill to 23 Avenue.
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eBird Barred Owl Data for Edmonton Area, March through June, 19662025
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Year Location and Comments
2025 Kinsmen Park — reported March until May, not calling
Wedgewood Ravine — calling in April
Whitemud North — calling in April
2024 Kinsmen Park — bird reported March — May, did not nest
Whitemud North — 1 bird reported in June
Whitemud South — 1 bird reported April — June, did not nest
Millcreek — 1 bird reported in May
2023 Kinsmen Park — 2 reports calling, pair nested and 3 young reported in June
Fort Edmonton — 2 birds calling in May
2022 Kinsmen Park — pair nested, one report of 3 birds in June
Whitemud South — one report of 2 birds calling
2021 Whitemud Equestrain Park/Keillor Point — one report of 3 birds in June
2020 Whitemud North — photo of Great Horned Owl young in the big nest cavity previously used
by Barred Owls
Whitemud South — 1 bird calling through until late June
Whitemud Equestrian/Keillor Point — 1 bird reported and 1 reported across the river
Kinsmen Park — 1 bird Emily Murphy Park and 1 in Queen Elizabth Park in May
2019 Whirtemud South — 2 birds with behaviour indicating young in late May
Fort Edmonton — 1 report
2018 Whitemud South — seen and heard in March and April
2017 Whitemud North — group report in March, but Great Horned Owls had taken over the big
nesting cavity previously used by Barred Owls
Whitemud South — reported in March and May
2016 Whitemud South — adult and 2 young reported in June
Whitemud North — single bird reports March through May
2015 Edmonton (no location) — one report
2014 Whitemud North — adult with 3 young
2013 William Hawrelak Park — 2 reports in March
Whitemud North — pair calling
2012 William Hawrelak Park — 1 bird in March
2011 Whitemud North — 2 birds reported in March and April
2010 Whitemud Creek — bird reported in March
2006 Whitemud Creed — birds reported March through May
1968 C. Rees: Whitemud North — nest with 3 eggs, failed to hatch
Locations Near Edmonton
Fairhaven Birds reported in 2020 — 2 juvenile birds in July 2022, pair dueting in February 2023
Half Moon Lake Strathcona County, 2014, 2023 — 3 young birds reported in each year
Elk Island National | Reported fairly regularily
Wagner Fen One report in 2025
Clifford E. Lee Nest with 2 young, 2021
Devon 1 bird in 2015
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This summary of eBird data indicates that Barred Owls have been able to nest successfully in at least four locations in
Edmonton, Whitemud North (2014); Whitemud South (2016, 2019), Whitemud Equestrian Park/Keillor Point (2021),
and Kinsmen Park (2022, 2023). There were no years during which more than one pair nested successfully in Edmonton.
There are 5 years in the 2014 to 2025 time period during which no nesting reports were recorded for Edmonton. There
are four additional nesting reports in the near-Edmonton category over the 2014 to 2025 period.

Kinsmen Park nest tree and nest cavity in 2022 and 2023

Barred Owl male on guard duty in Kinsmen Park

in June 2023 Branching juvenile in Kinsmen Park in June 2023

Outside the breeding season (July—February), Barred Owls are most frequently reported in the North Saskatchewan Riv-
er valley plus the St. Albert area. These are the areas that still offer some old growth poplar and spruce habitats that
Barred Owls inhabit. The map on page 31 shows the eBird reports for the non-breeding period for the years 2014
through 2025.
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Everyone loves owls, except for chickadees, nuthatches,
woodpeckers, crows, ravens, magpies, Blue Jays, and
squirrels. Unfortunately, human birders and photogra-
phers are worse for mobbing owls than any of these spe-
cies. This has led to some birders not recording owl
sightings in eBird. This in turn negatively impacts the
completeness of the local citizen science database. My
recommendation for birders is to enter all owl observa-
tions into the database but use the “Hide From eBird Out-
put” under “Checklist Tools” to hide the sightings for
several weeks or until the breeding season is over in July.
That said, the most disastrous mobbings have been due to
postings of owl sightings listing the specific location,
mostly by non-birders, on Facebook.

On November 12, 2024, a party of Blue Jays making a
loud ruckus caught my attention in Whitemud South. I
investigated and found a dead Barred Owl. Other birders
in the ravine had told me that two other Barred Owl car-
casses had been found in the same area over the past few
years. A carcass was also found in the Fairhaven area of
St. Albert in 2023. Great Horned Owls, known predators
of Barred Owls, are the most likely culprits in the deaths.
It really is tough to be a Barred Owl in Edmonton.

Chris Rees
Barred Owl carcass in Whitemud
South, November 2024
All photos by Chris Rees
References
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Outdoor Program Field Trip Photos

Adult American Beaver foraging in Whitemud Creek north, June 29.
Photo by Wayne Oakes




